
World History / Cultures and Geography 
Course Syllabus—Mr. Alas 

 
Questions we will explore this year: 
 
Why is geography important when studying the past and the present?  
 
What is the best way to rule a country?  

 Types of governments 
 The evolution of democracy 

 
 
What happens when the people want to change the government?  
 

 American and French Revolution (causes and effects) 

 
When did the modern world begin? 

 Industrial Revolution 
 
Why do powerful countries take over and control weaker ones? 

 Colonialism and Imperialism 
 
What does it look like when the world is at war? 
 

 World War I 
 Rise of Dictators 
 World War 2 

 
What did the world look like after World War II? 

 Cold War 
 
What areas of the world do we need to better understand?  
 

 Modern China 
 Middle East 
 Latin America 
 Africa 

 
We will also analyze and discuss events that occur in the world today!  
So be sure to keep up with current events! 
 
 
 



 
 
What supplies do you need to succeed? 

 Pen and Pencil 
 

 Notebook or binder with dividers 
 

 Highlighters 
 Color pencils (optional) 

 
Assignments and Homework 
Each student is kept busy throughout each day.  At the beginning of each period, 
there is always a warm up activity.  Each of the warm ups transition into the day’s 
lesson, which may be a lecture, solo or pair assignment, or a cooperative group 
activity.   
 
On average, there will be homework at least 2 times a week.   
 
All late assignments will not receive full credit 
 
Expectations for each student: 
 

1. Everyone, including the teacher, will be treated with respect 
2. Have phones turned off and put away when class begins:  First offense = 

warning; second offense= taken away for the day; third offense= goes to 
principle  

3. No one will be allowed to disrupt the learning process for anyone else.  
4. No eating in the classroom, but drinking water is allowed.  
5. Students are required to be prepared and ready to be an active participant 

each day. 
  
Hall Passes 

Don’t abuse hall passes! 
 
To be a student of history, here are some of my culminating assignments: 

 Participating in class discussion and debates 
 Working on collaborative group projects  
 Studying and doing well on quizzes and tests 
 Writing a short research paper 

Grading Policy 
Tests and quizzes 40 % 
Homework / In class assignments  25% 
Major Projects  25% 
Attendance and Participation 10%         

Contact Information:  valas@juhsd.net   650-550-7496 



 
 
 
 
 


